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Good Magiſtrate : 


1 Containing ſundry neceſſary ad- 
6 monitions te all Maiors, Gouernours, and Free- 


menot Townes Corporate, as they were deli- 
uered in a Sermon at 8. ANfaries in Dauer 
on the Election Day. 


By lo: R SADLING. A 


— — 


N 2 CHRON, 19. 6, &c. 

| Take heede what 2 doe : for yee execute not the iuage- 
Ul ments of man, but of the Lord, and he will be with you 
inthe cauſe and indgements. 
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To the Right Worſhipſull the Maior 


and Jar ats of Dower: To the Mators , Barons, 


and Free-men of the Cinqueports : Grace 
and peace be multiplied in 17% Chriſt. 


RIGHT WORSHIPEVLL, 


_ 


> Have tendered theſe Meditations 
10 your ſogenerall Patronage, be- 
canſe you all haue one intereſt in 
them , In as mach 45.you all make 
one bodie. I am not ignorant, that 
they are neither accommodated to 
| the excellencie of theſe times, mor 
the xariofitie of ſuch as wid not abide: wholeſomeD o- 
drin; I doe know , that ( to guiltie c anſciences, and car- 
nall indes of men not ſo much propoſing to themſelues 
reformation , 45 formalitie in bearing ) all plaine and 
home-pul reproofes are like acrimonie of medicines to 
greene wounds: I remember that truth, by reaſon of our 
corrupt will and peruerſe aff eftions , ij fruitful in be- 
getting enemies; neither am I to leurne thu out of mine 
mne particulars z it was euer ſo with the Prophets, A. 
poſtles, Martyrs ;* Yeu and Chyiit himſelfe : yet haue 1 
(witbout care, what theunreformable ſhall thinke , or 
[ay of my plaine dealing) addreſſed theſe exhortations to 
thoſe few of many among#t you , whe ¶ duely conſidering 
how heauily it importeth vs to admoniſh ſinners, leſt their ek. 3.20. 
blog be requirdll at aur hands , to cry aloud and ſpare 
not, to ſhew the people their 8 and ihe honſe La. 8.1. 
2 


— 


2 Cor. F. 10. 


of Tacob their ſinnes) will not therefore thinke we are be. 
come their enemies, becauſe we tell them the truet h, but re- 
mamber how neceſſary the greate# witancie,and roundeſt 
warnings now are in theſe dangerous times, wherein the 
dreadful hand of God, hath in our late wiſitations, porn 
ted ont the neglett, conniuence, and impunitie, begetting 
that curſed libertie of ſinning, for mhich the re7ath of 
Cod commeth an the children of diſobedience : and, that 
{ ſince we muit all indiff erently appeare before the 11164. 
nall of Chriit ) they are not friends, who paſe by our un- 
regarded faults, as the Prieſt and Leuite by the wounded 
man, but they who like the good Samatitan, pomre in Wine 
and Oyle, to clenſe and heale, and conſequently to prepare 
dr againſt the flriũ examination pe moſt ohh judge: 
Can ſider therefore what 1 ſay, and tht Loyd vg You 
onderſtanding in all things, that vpon a pr ſept refor ma. 
tion, the Lord may m ke fait the barres ee 
his Te from us, and ſet the cloudy pillar, day and: 
meht, betwixt Vs and our tuſolent enemies zun which 
hope 1 rei | 1 
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and ferue you. d 


. 


* JI UP UV HT 0 N \ 
SL IT lo: RwapLxo, \ 
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ens Exod. 18. 24. Wb bur den 


And Moſes har tened unte 74 woice of bis father in 
| lun 4 did al that he had ſayd... * fe | 


/ doth here paſſe tothe kiſtbrie of 
yl a new policy 7 Faith förth hee 
F obſerued: there ate two parts of it; 
1-3) the firſt N hat 7 
VC 4 counſelfof ? i 
life to this p 
17. | yerſe,to the 23. the pho — bs execution 
ol the counſell from the 24. verſe. 


'th Heſt i is found an, rare, an etjerfion;r 
ar reproouing their formerpngr cos 


than doell is not wel; 48 f one ould tell you, you 
haue ſore inconuetiiences in your cuſtome , which vet 1. 
are eſther right nor good: ld ind ehre ſome ſub. 
e of reforin ti the rites f Me and the 
republicke of Mracl/ ui lud H O30 Din 
In the ſecond is a er eee 
ſroꝶm thx time to be in ſtirutecct. e 12117 
Concerning the Seb ſOASEIR ibis cee 
theſe — are ſet do E Ä wn 
1. Os prefttturid eſſes. — eg, © 4' fadlt 
mini, 2500 % the pro pets God. ard und report thes W 
the cauſes unis God} thing df the ordinance * 
and of thi lu N that " Judge'thod in you ver. 
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21 Moſes and tethro, 
2298 e cannot be decided, but by conſulting 


gere: prouide among all the le 
br = Hen eee. Go 4 men — trusiy, N 


conetonſne Cs 
3, Qvibus, Appoint ſuch ouerthem to bee rulers 
ower thouſands, rulers quer hundreds, rulers over fifties, 
Ken. euer tens - Let them iudge the people at all 
BRS——that is for the manner of iudicature 
which is ſet downe, verſ. 22. the event is promiſed, 


20055 e dn Gul en 


e ball Mo.goe quietly to their place. — 

2 55 e aduice, e err. i 5 N vis ed 
u theres Moſes t 

A aq tþe,woice of bis fat ee a 


jon in ta- 


| J. Regiſaritic, arid di bots 
EE a D d 4 0 * kewed 

0% 1 as: * Sebi 10 he" execution 
( did \ thereof, and he Fa all, Cc. 


1. His regula- - Indi bred een of. his father in 
8 bel 1 diſcipline: errour firlk 


Gen. z. 7. entred into the ſoule through that dore, the woman 


hatſnad tothe and was ſeducęd, and becauſe 
the . hearkened to the voige of his wife , in chat 
denten God mad he mas curſed ond the Gyre muſt 
follow the euill the ſaing way into the ſoule, we muſt 
hbeihealedchrough the care: there the word entretſi 
Romito. 17. 1 faiths by bearing - abe re coun» 
14-+10 ch Lene aiadeto malt men wiſez cauſe 
e AO 664 i bop emi en thine rar 


N 11. a tis 
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to onderitanding : when wiſedome entreth into thine 
heart, and knowledge delighteth thy ſaule, then ſhell 
causſel preſerne thee ; and underſtanding ſhall keep thee, 
and deliuer thee from the enill way 
Moſes was here ruled by his father in lawes counſel: 
what that was, the precedent ſtory hath , and-Iſhall 
ſpeake ſummarily of it in the concluſion hereof. 
For the preſent I haue to obſerue the regularitie 
and diſpofition of Moſes, conſidering him in relation 
to his counſeller: Moſes had heard God ſpeake : had 
receiued commiſſion, and inſtruction ftom God hin- 
ſelfe; God had by his hands done wonderfull things 
in the land of t, wonders in the ſea, wonders in Num. 14.13. 
the deſert; the Lord was among that people, he went 
before them by day time in apillar of unnd, aid in 4 f, 
pilgr of fire bymight; to giue them light; and to ſcarch Dar, 1 51, 
them out a place to pitch their tents in: this was the 33. 
dreadfull ſtandard of the Lord of hoſtes, where God 
ſet it donne, they pitched their tems, when he remoo- 
uedut, they were to march again. The Lord did 
beare them in the wilderneſſe, 44 man doth beare his 5 
ſonne: The Lord had promiſed Moſes his aſſiſtance, rod 3. 2. 
Sertainly I will be with thee, to diftate what he ſhould _ _ 
ſpeake in bis ſeruice, I will bewith thy mouth, and E rod. ti 15 
teach thee what thou ſhalt ſay, and to direct in all caſes 
of deliberation, I will teach jon what yee ong ht to de 
and leſt Moſes ſhould ſtill diſtruſt his on ability God... 
confirmerh his promiſes by miracles peculiarto ar- 
ſenſe, Thus was M oſes enabled by the ſpitit of coun- x204,4." 
fell : but as for Jethro, whether hee were Prince, err 
Prieſt of Midian, or both. I diſpute not: it was an an- 
cient manner among the nations, for Kings to bee {a He 7-b, 
crifioers; nd Dau, at called tabu,, 12. Sam. 5. 18 
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| * "Moſes and tethro, | 

which is interpreted, 1, Chron, 18. 17.Prims ad manum 
Pal.110 4. regis, chiefe about the king: yet the word v doth *. 
Petr fal impott he ſame which is in Greok,awe (which 
14t zr. u. the Apoſtle vleth Heby.7.) fo called of ſacrificing and 
doing of ſacred workes : admit he were a Prince, yet 
in this nery forme of a trauelling common. wealth, 
(hich could borrow neither modell nor rules, from 
any other ſtate then in being; but ws immediately 
dependent, for la wes, policies, and gouemment, on 
the word and Commandement of God) hee could not 
be acquainted with any ſuch myſteries of Rare > 28 
might ſerue to declare him a ſit counſeller fot an vn. 
knowne gouernment: yet Moſes hearkened vnto bis 
voice. How abundance of — — at- 
tained by immediate reuelation) puffeth vpʒ the meſ- 
1 Cor. i:. ſenger of Sathan buffeting Faul, to præuent that if 
chiefe, dot ſufficiently. declare: ho authority great- 
neth the mind, Paus preſcription 'to-Timethy ma 
ſerue to intimate, a biſhop (ſaith he) wity not dea h 
1. Tim. 3:6, ſcholler, teſt ke being paſſed vp, fall into the condemmats- 
on of the diuell he prohibited not his youth, as vnapt 
1. Tin. 4. for that office: let no man contemne thy youth; but 

chro. beg inexperience of ſuch a man as was wut iy. 
Uflbeg Jas, and as it were nowells pluntatis. Fhei diuelldoth 
mainely labour to bring men downe the ſame way by 
which himſelfe fell; therefore he tempteth the igno- 
oe vicia in Lu t preſumption, till ſuch a mind, like the rifing 
Aue, ſmole, by greatning itfelfe, vaniſh: and chme to no- 
pour; gre nga He tempteth the learned; and good, to pride, 

s . 2 , 

edu, cr. and contempt of others, therefore Lvices els 
e. is are to be feared in euill workes, pride onely is to be 


00% feared in good. When I alen n. 
how, | rer N 


Moſes ind Tethrd. 7 
aflliction is, there is conſolation, and that grace which 
fortiſieth with humility, by ſubduing, and leſſenin 
the mind, which in the naturall man hat h for the mes 
part, ſuch dependance on things externall, that the 
mind of man and his condition, like the beaſts and the 
wheeles in Eretiels viſion, are degreſſed, or lifted vp Exc. 1. 20. 
together, for that mind is on the outward eſtate 
which beareth it, as the ſpirit of the beaſts was in the 
wheeles. What ſo great a command as Moſes had 
might worke, they know, who becomming acquain- 
ted with ſuch titles of honor, ſuddainel forget them- 
ſelues, and their cares prooue nice and impatient of 
counſell. Sau did once thinke humbly of himſelfe, 
was little in his owne fight , then he would hearken to 
the aduice of Samael, but being promoted to a king- 
dome, he neglected the voice of God: no doubt but 
there was a time when Rehoboam would haue heard 
the counſell of the ancient men, but feeling the autho- 
ritie of aking in his hand, he reiected them for the ad- 
viſe of the young men: why go I ſo high, or farre: 
hath no man knowne, that a white ſtaffe hath in a 
yeere or two ſo inſpired an officer ouet a thouſand, 
that he could abide no aduiſe? Moſes in their language 
would haue ſaid: hath not God himſelfe put mine 
authority into my hand? hath hee not committed to d 11.21. 
my charge ſixe hundred thouſand men? haue I not N 
calked with God in the mount? haue I not by the 
power of God confirmed my authority by ſundry 
mitacles? or in the language ofthe willfull Sadomites, 
ſome would haue replyed, he is come alone as 4 Fran- 
ger and ſhall he indge and rule? or as the inſolent Pha- Gen 19.5. 
riſes to the yong man whoſe eyes Chriſt had opened, | 
art altogether borne in fines, and dae thou teach log 
ug picky '* B | 


Ys vg 


1,Sam 15,17 
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Moſes and lets. 


vs ? thou art not acquainted wirh the affaires of this 
new ſtate: content thy ſelfe with thy charge at 244. 
dian : But this mee keſt ſeruant of God for all thoſe 
lorious dignities conferred on him, hearkened to 
fis — nds was farre inferiour to himſelfe: lea- 
ing vs in his ple this inſtruction. 
e beſt and moſt excellent men wil hearken to the 
* of others, yea, ſometimes of their inferiours: 

. 

1. The wileſt men are ſubiect to ouer- ſights and er- 
rours : neuer to erre is peculiar to God alone who 
onely is omniſcient, who therefore hath beene his 
counſeller? but he giueth not all knowledge to the 
wiſeſt, to humble them who being ſubiect to a thou- 
ſand errours, are yet apt to be proud with a falſe opi- 
nion of wiſedome. ä 

2. God doth ſometimes reueale wiſedome and 
counſell to men whoſe aſpects are not promiſing, 
whoſe condition is meane, and obſcure, (there was 


Ecd,9,14,15 found in the little City 4 poore wiſe man, who delinered 


den d 


the city by bis wiſalome, though he were ſo little reſpe- 
Qed, that no man remembred him) and hide it from 
the learned and prudent, as to aſcertaine men, that 
himſelfe is the authour and fountaine of euery perfe- 
Aion ſo to teach them, that they ought not to bee ar- 
rogant of that they haue receiued, fincethe ſimple 
may eft-ſoone controule their proiections, neither to 
contemne others to whom God will ſometimes make 

them beholding for aduice. E I 
Hence it commeth to paſſe that wiſe men louecoun- 
ſell, and fooles their owne waies : they know in the 
a preareſtatchicuements eounſeb is better then ſtrengrh: 
they now it ba great miſery to want the aduice of 


priuate 
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priuate friends, much greater is the want of counſell 

in matters publicke; they know advice is a ſacred 

ching, they know that counſelleſſe force falleth with 41 
it owne weight : euery prouident man therefore con- — 
ſiliam querit : if it be not giuen him hee will purchaie a 

it. Bernard ſaith well, by counſell, traci a ante factum, — cond, 
quia poſt fait um ſera retractatis oft: aduiſe, before thoui. ac 4 
execute, repentance and counſell come too late, . 
when things are done. Doe nothing without aduice, 

& poſt factum non penizebis : the reaſon why wile- 

men loue others aduice, is becauſe ſeeing their owne 

wants, they ſuſpect, and are icalous of themſelues:the 

foole, becauſe he knoweth not ſo much as his one 

defects, hath an high opinion of his own worth, ther- 

fore he is precipitate, and often vnlucky to himſelfe, 

or that vnhappy common-wealth committed to his 


managing: and like the p (a true embleme of wow 
— men) taken in a a for want of tai —_ 
heed. I conclude this point then, Counſell is for wile wy, 
men, and correction for fooles, for theſe hate adviſe : 
the wiſeſt of men hath the ſumme of all, 7 he way of a Prou,13.1 5, 
fooke is right in bis owne eyes: but he ther heareth coun- 
ſell is 1 | | | 

I know not yet to whom this addreſſe belongeth, 
but in the phraſe of Tamar I may ſay to him, Diſcerne 


Ipray thee, cuius fant iſts, ſigillam, ſudarium (& ſci 1 
ilfe I menne the ſeale and ſtaffe of office, Stun I 
ſay, as this concemeth him, when the ſtaffeand autho- 
rity ſhall be put into his hand by your ſi to aſ- 
ſure him that he cannot be a good parrior who deſpi- 
——— en apr ſo to 
you all I ſay, ir firſtand for preſent concertiath yo 
E r 
1 3 2 one 


£ 
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3 .» Moſet and Itthro, 

one Meſts now to make choice, (one Moſes made 
choice of many Magiſtrates, you being many are to 
chooſe one) — our firſt part is in im itation of 
this man of God, to heare aduice what choice you 
ought to make: you mult be asſcultantes: firſt to the 
Prophet, ho by Ahudabie cu sto youas ſome 
7 — you concerning yout election: ſecond · 
ly, to thoſe graueſt, and moſt experienced members of 
your ſtare, whoſe age, imployment and obſeruation 
hom enabled chem io iudge what man in teſpect of 

the particulars, is fitteſt to be elected. 
The word is our cloudy, pillar. to. direct out cour · 
ſes, when that remooueth we muſt follow it, when 
25. that ſtandeth, we muſt reſt : this is that cubus mentis, in 
Mar 13, Whoſe ſtrength we ate to walle: this is that which 
0 maketh vs bleſſed in hearkning to it, and wiſe in do- 
— le v ing it, I will liken him to a wiſe man,which hath builded 
— houſe op 4 rocke: hee and his worke ſhall Rand. 
— With this the good Magiſtrate muſt be initiated and 
— ods , (as the high Prieſts were wont to bee, 
Peek, ith the blood of the ſacrifice : thou ſhals take of the 
22 — bl ovd and put is c an the tip their t4r0——4nd 
Biler Cann,s onthe thumb of their. right band, and yon the great 
— tee o 2 —— firſt bee touched 
d, that it may be ſanRified and opened 
6 
e and that their conuerſation 


12 N , Teafly belerue the reſt 
will prooue vahapp ,wharchoice ſo- 


Moſes and Jethro. , = 
him; you — ſo euilſy, as to contemne God? For he 
thar-deſpifeth-rheſe things, deſpiſeth not man but 
God. And himſelfe faith- againe, The honſc Iſtae e! 
mill not hearethee, for they will not heare me: 
It muſt needs be euill likewiſe, here the aduĩce of 
men experienced, & authoriſed to aſſiſt, is contemned. 
I ſay therefore, there are ſome men (I fay not 
where, if it now concerne you, looke to it, if nt, [a 
ie vp till ie may) there are ſome men, for this Aufl 
molt vnfir to be elected, becauſe they cannot abide the 
word of God, if it toueh them, nor the counſell of 
ood men, if it croſſe them. Some worldly men ate 
like thoſe inhabitants by the falls of N:{we,the noiſe of 
other buſineſſes harh fo filled their cares, that they 
cannot hearken : the Roman Peter hath cutoff the 
right eare of ſome, and ſuch a Malo can heare no- 
thing ſaue onely what the ſtate of Rome fairk, there, 
ate no men to fit at our helmes. Others are, for other g. 
cauſes, deafe adders, who laying one care to the 
earth, and couering the other with the tayle, (I mean, 
either for carnall aduice, or peruerſe affections luting 
vp their eares) cannot be drawne out of their holds: 
who louing their one i ,cannot be brought 
out intò the light with the moſt divine and ſweet in- 
chantments 


Pride and ſelfe· loue wil neither ſufferthen to execute, 


Nino | . 


àuoided: as Cypriam 


Maſes and Tetbrs. 
not Gor append there is nothing more intolerable 
then this our-fides of a who thinketh na. 
thing can be right but what himſelfe doth, ot proie- 
Aeth : looke neerer him, he admireth his owne 
talketh of the excellent ſeruices done to the ſtate, 
3 — — 
in fine, 2s if hee were poſſeſſed 
contradiction, — — 
| agues , hee who ſhould bee 
with Moſes in text is logu4x, and nothing e 
aduice he fearet r 
receiuer to any but an independent brain. I haue 
2 LI=D 
whole 0 muſt 
2 Oxria dof Deere _ — 
gouernours, s, Neminem bonum « nou idem 
fit docilis: he cannot be — ar = 
Me nope net him Ar good to be aduiſed by 
a man, who neuer went through the red ſ 
8 talked familiarly with God : to — 

it is fafer, ( I dare 
ſa dead) ) Eyoudad ay lo opry coi 
1 = would rme this 
and hearkento good counſell, then a wiſe-man in his 
owne COCEIT 4 there is more Nope of a 
: à ſimple man 


Moſes and Fethre, 11 


poſton n where we found him aßen, hearing 

the ſenſe of diſcipline, without this what cuer is 
— better without the eyes of coun- 
ſell what is the ſtrongeſt will, but like ſome blind 
Sampſos pulling downe the pillars of a corporation. 
Yet we muſt nor be 41benians 
or tell: now commeth the fruit, in this ſame (exit) 
without ay what euer is heard , were as good vn- 
heard: theſe are che gemel;, which, (as in e- 
— y ſtate they are borne together) cannot be 
diuided from the word of God, to the moſt godly 
counſell of man, there is a moſt coniuncti. 
on, of heari and doing : without the laſt wee can. 
not bee iuſtified inthe firſt, without the firſt, not in. 
ſtructed in the laſt: many come to, nd go from this 
place, without fruit; becauſe they come, vr au., 
von vi diſcant, not to learne, but to heare, either for 
faſhion, or for their pleaſures, as to atheater: ſo this 
place becommeth to them, for an houre, diver ſorium 
otzi, and a conuenience of ſeeing and being ſeene. Bur 


onely to heare, Aa. 17. 


except we hearken to the voice of God, wee cannot g. 10 


belceue, faith is by hearing: and except we doe hat 
we heace, wee cannot be ſaued: not the hearers, but 


the doers of the law ſnall be iuſtrfied: ſo is it in morall 


affaires: the deafe man cannot be wiſe, but all coun- 
ſell to a man, who will ar laſt follow his owne fancy, 
Solomons 


is but loſt breath: ſuch aduiſers are bur as 
graue Senators to his wilfall ms heard, but not fol- 


lo ved. 
The ſumme of alli is if you will be well aduiſed, y 


muſt do all that is well — you; ee 


not ſome things onely, 


eee oe 


lution, 


— 


— 
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A. did all. There is a way torperue 


1. Sam. 15. 


Ik. 12.4% 


. hate way 


_ — e 
lution, or ſingular in his opinion, but that hee would 
beare and dos ſome things to which be wa aduiſed: 

but counſell muſt be more vniuetſally followed, 
rt the beſt coun- 
ing to follow it, as when wee leaue out 


lell, by 


that, in which is the life and efficacy of the whole : as 


if the clyent ſhould follow the 
learned countell in all, except the maine 
ſundry dieticall rules of the patient ſhould 
1 incipall: ſo Herod heard John, and 
ic many things, but not the maine: ſo Sas tooke Sa 
weels counſell, for the Amulet voyage, yet you ſee 
what became of it; for ſparing Ageg, & the bel} of the 
ſpoile: ſo ſome pettie ſtatiſts vſe out miniſtetie: ſome- 
— a HAI far | 

or | as 
makethem ſcemercligiousto s heedleſſe vulgar , = 
farte as the word complieth and h with their 
deſires, but for this (all) it will neuer goe downe : for 
fcare ignorance, or prophanes doe them the 
wrong to count them Puritans, who neuer loued ſo 
much as a ſhew of true holineſſe: and becauſe they 


ions of his 
point, as if, of 


| from religion, therefore they follow reli- 
8 — — 
{ts hall farre , and had rather forſweare any 

tance wich it, then be outwardly diſaduanta- 
it: if yeaxill follow God as Moſes did /cthro's 
. — = —— that he ſaith: 
1 may lay, will hearken to cuery body, 
ſhallbee like-the chatfe toſſed to an fre wü ener) 
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zings of a many- headed vulgar, which oftentimes 
like thoſe troubleſome euening. flies caſt theinſclues * Blind Bee- 
into our eares, with a great noiſe to no purpoſe. How 
irreſolute muſt he be, who will hearken to that vat ia- 
ble maſter, ſounding of nothing more then contrarie- 
tics ? when ſhall he end his raske who vndertaketh to 
pleaſe euery body? where is that aduiſe, that deſigne, 
that vndertaking, which findeth no diſallowance? 
Adde to this, among many voices the ſerpent alſo 
hiſſeth; there are, who Fee pernicious counſell. Shall 
Ithen hearken to all? I ſay not, take counſell of the 
euill, they who ſo do, are like thoſe who aske counſell 
ofthe dead, in which aduice commonly the diuell , 5 18. 
2 the Prophet, or of familiar ſpirits an- 7. Ac. 
wering in idols, as 4baziab did; what neceſſity 
doth thus ſtraiten any man? Is it becauſe there is no God , 91.4. 
in Iſrael: hath he no ſeruants of whom thou maiſt take 
aduice? I ſay not, follow all that which ſeemeth coun- 
(ell;the diuell faid,Command,or ſprake, that theſe ones 
be made bread : it ſeemed charitable counſell,but was a lack. 
tentation. The young men ſaid to Rehoboam,T hus ſhalt Math. . 
thou ſay unto this people my leait part ſhall be big „K ing. un. io 
ger tben my fathers loynes. It was ſeducement, it was 
not counſell, both giver and receiuer of ſuch aduice, 
are deceiued ſo often as they take al that which is ſpo- 
ken concerning counſell and deliberation to be good, 
Give not thine heart to all the words that men ſpeake 14 „; 
thou muſt kno thou art ſometimes _— ** 
the Szrens, and muſt ſtop thine eares, for feare thou 
drawneto death by them. But how ſhall I diſcerne 
which is counſell and which ſeducement? Reduce all 
to theſe touch · ſtones, the word and will of God, and 
eee r i 
uc 
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ſuch counſell is intended: is it not with the 
holy will of God ? bee it the oracles of Ahithopbel, 
ſeeme it neuer ſo good for the ſtare, it is not to be fol. 
lowed : there is no wiſedome, nor counſell againſt 
God: be it preiudicious to the ſtate, though for thine 
owne priuate gaine, ſeeme it neuer ſo — orpleaſing, 
it 15a frovefiion of treachery , it is no counſell whic 
is taken for any ſubordinate reſpeR againſt the ſtare, 
or the publike good which therein muſt be ſaued: is it 
againſt thy ſoules health, is it hurtfull to thy body, 
fame, eſtate, friends, direRly or conſequently(wherein 
neither Gods honour,thy Prince, countrey, religion, 
or thy ſoule are otherwiſe intereſſed) iris ſeducement 
it is not counſell: you ſee the meanes to diſcerne, and 
you muſt euer begin to weigh by this balance of the 
ſanctuary which ſtandeth before my tex. God [6 
Verſe 33. command thee=Some may ſay, you haue your failings 
too, who deliuer the word: it is true we haue, and of- 
ten preach the word in much weaknes, would God 
we were made perfect. I ſay not that the heathen ſa- 
es were mote beneuolous hearers, then many Chri- 
ians, they wont to ſet the Graces by the ſtatue of 
NMercurie, to import that ſome ſlips of the ſpeakers of 
things, are to be borne withall : but I ſay thoſe 
infirmities are not alwaies our proper fauks, you alſo 
haue your ſhares in them, it is becauſe you want holy 
Nonnmquan appetites to this word, that God ſomerimes and for 
e — 
— 2 our 255 * vs when —— — and obedient 
p<mſubrrabi. earers do hunger for the word, they do not on 
— = the Preacher with their — | —— — 
poſter, God, who fed multitudes with few loaves , 3 
our hearts and openeth a dore of vtterance, yea ſome- 
times for hoh hearers ſakes, the rd is giuen plenti . 
| fully 
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fully, even to a /#des, an euill teacher. To conclude 
this matter then, I myſt ſay in Chriſt his words, Take 
Lede how you heare, and when you heare holy aduice, 
if God ſo command you, imitate this man of God in 
my text, who did all that Zethro had (aid. 

What was that all? reade the 21. verſ. you ſhall 
quickly ſee the patrerne of good Magiſtrates : 1. they 
muſt be men of courage, viros roboru, according to the 
Hebrew: what ſhould he doe with the ſword of iu- tug. t. 20. 
ſtice in his hand, who is of yong 7ethers mettle, and 
dares not draw it to cut off malefactots? acoward can- 
not be cither an honeſt man, or able Magiſtrate : for 
what counſell can rectiſie that minde which dareth 
not be iuſt: feare is one of the deafe affeRions, no rea- 
ſons can maſter it. Bur becauſe all daring without the 
feare of God, is but temeritie and deſperate reſoluti- 
on, this is annexed, they muſt bee ſuch 4s feare Gad: 
this is the only antidote againſt all baſe and ſeruile 
feare: he that truly feareth God, will not feare man, 
or be daunted, or diſcouraged from executing iuſtice. 
This feare of God, is the ground of all abilitie, it is the 
beginning of wiſdome; and all order, & gouern- 
ment, for thoſe who are truly holy cannot but labour 
to make others ſo: happie is that gouernment, where 
the Magiſtrate executeth his charge for conſcience 
ſake, doing his dutie, not like thoſenigardly & diſſem- 

ing votaries who will not offer without a witnes, but , f, auer 
becauſe he knoweth that the eye of God is vpon him, 2 wer 
who indifferently hateth that man who iuſtifieth the I eee, 
wicked, and him who condemneth the iuſt. Think not f ba 3d. 
then that it is the dutie proper & peculiar to inferiors x.  _ , 
to liue wel, & that the Magiſtrates may live diſorderly: wc a itt | 
all the people looke —_ from their actions, l.. 

| 2 


deriue 


16 Moſes and Jethro. 


FVrritas od 
eſt, Tertul, 


el. 44e. peat. 
6. 14. 
Friis dium 
perit, 
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deriue either honeſtie or libertie of ſinning:command 
thy ſelfe therefore thou that commandeſt others, and 
think it more honorable for thee, in the feare of God, 
to ſubdue and gouerne thine owne inordinate affeQi. 
ons then to exerciſe authoritic ouer thouſands of citi- 
zens: as much as thou art dignified aboue others, ſo 
much excell them in goodnes. This thou ſhalt doc, if 
thou feare God, and ſo conforme thy ſelfe to the ex- 
amples of religious Gouernours, that thou mayſt be 
indifferently a patterne to thy inferiours and an emu» 
lator and imitator of thy ſuperiours. 

Thus muſt Magiſtrates be able men; they muſt alſo 
be men of power, vertue and actiuitie of body and 
minde, ſo the word is vſed. Cen. 47. &. and men of ſpirit 
and courage, ſo it is vſed. 1 Chron. 26. 6. that they may 
ſtand vp for the oppreſſed, as is ſaid of Moſes. Exo. 2. ij. 

2. Men dealing truly or men of truth. The Greeke 
calleth them iuſt men: and Zach. 7. g. is mentioned 
iudgement of truth, ſo ſomtimes iuſtice goeth for truth, 
becauſe theſe vertues, are ſo neerely allyed: it is an ad. 
mirable connexion of theſe things, firſt of truth with 
courage and ſtrength of minde: for truth cannot bee 
without enemies, it begetteth them: he had need to be 
a reſolued man who will be a man of truth: ſecondly, 
of truth & the feare of God: for(ſaith Tertallian) truth 
knoweth ſhe is a ſtranger on earth, and that ſhe ſhal ea- 
ily finde enemies amongſt aliants : yet that ſhe hath, 
her allies, manſion, hope, fauour, & dignity in heauen. 
The Magiſtrate then muſt be a veritable, fincere, and 
ſolid man, being what hee ſeemeth, and ſeeming ſuch 
an honourable patterne for others imitation, as the 
God of truth (whoſe vicegerents princes are) will ap- 
prooue: he muſtloue and ſearch out the truth of _ 
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ſes, (without which iuſtice cannot determine) not as 
Tertullins ſaith, of certaine Philoſophers mimice aff e. 
dtant veritatem, af edtanag corrampunt nor, as hee 
ſaich of the ſame, may he be ſurator eiu c cuſtes,both 
a theefe and keeper of truth. He muſt regard the truth 
and equitie of the cauſe, not friends, not kinred , or o- 
ther telations, as if they might alter the caſe, or lawful- 
ly peruert the courſe of iuſtice. The Thebaws woont 
to mie the ſtatues of Magiſtrates without hands, im- 
porting that they might be no takers ; and the images 
of iudges without eyes, or with eyes ſhut, intimating 
that they ought truly and without reſpect of feare or 
fauour of any, impartially to giue ſentence; as it is ſaid 
of Seleucus, who would not againſt law, ſpare his ſons 
eyes, though out of his tender loue, to ſpare one of 
them, he put out one of his owne: ſo then you ſee they 
mult be viri veritatù, not hypocrites in matter of iu- 
ſtice, making a ſhew of doing it, but doing nothing 
leſſe. Some faile herein for feare, ſome for fauor, ſome 
for cuſtome ſałe, others in their place woont to do ſo, nume /« 
but it is a dangerous practiſe, for truth cannot be pre. - 
ſcribed : Chriſt called himſelfe the truth, hee named — 
not himſelfe cuſtome : cuſtome without truth or e- T g. 
quitie is but the antiquity of error and iniquitie: ſome — * 
make their authoritie ſerue their owne — by as when h yericare, 
they execute law to ſatisſie priuate malice, or oppieſſe vrufiererre 
the innocent vnder ſome pretences of iuſtice or pre- . 
rozatiue; ſo abel vſed Ahabs ſeale: this is a frequent x King, 21.8, 
and vnhappie peruerting of equitie, the moſt hatefull 
hypocriſie in iudicature; when malice perſonateth 
iuſtice, when the diuell playeth the iudge! 

3. Laſtly, they muſt be men hating conctonſuoſſe: 
as Par ſaith of Deacons to be elected, I muſt of Ma-. 
2289 G1 giſtrates, 
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giſtrates, it behooueth them to bee men of good re- 
8 — 
rTim J. deſſrause : the loue of gaine is the corrup- 
1 — 2 of \- rg and a reward putteth out the eye, I 
Prou.I-i9, may ſay then to you, who are to be elected, as Bernard 
East. to one, let not tine hand be ſtretched out to take, and 
Non ft man (hut when it ſhould giue; and to you who ate to make 
choice, as the ſame Bernard in another place, elect 
Sana. ſuch, 45 looke not into the hands, but neceſsities of the 
e afflicted. It is a miſerable caſe when the Magiſtrate 
— . ina corporatiõ is ſo neceſſitous, that he hath too many 

temptious to be vniuſt: and it were to be wiſhed that 


in euery ſuch iſion might be made, that the 
elected] iſtrate might be, for his eſtate, indepẽdent 


on the vulgar: for without this, rarely can iuſtice 
finde a due & ſmoth courſe. The complaint is made, 
the nocent conuented , but the concluſion is too of- 
ten (what euer ſhewes are made) the malefactor muſt 
be ſpared, becauſe he is, or may be a cuſtomer ; then 
1 Sam. 2. 23. Eli ſaith onely, Nun do ye ſuch things! for of all this peo- 
ple 1 heare enill reports of you, doe no more my ſonnes: 
and ſo it commeth to paſſe that when the Magiſtrate 
will not execute iuſtice, nor puniſh ſinne, to remooue 
euill from the land, God entreth for default of iuſtice, 
and ſeuerel iſheth the whole common- wealth. 
How ha — is this before the Lord : how- 
filthy a lucre before good men ? is it not the price of 
blood, which is the gaine of him who betrayeth the 
ſtate ? the like —— befalleth, when 
the Magiſtrate is indulgent at the inſtance of friends, 
or kinted; ſuch pleas are ſo common, that it is ſome- 
thing rare to obſerue that malefactor, ho hath not 
ſome vncle, brother, couſen, or friend to ſtand vp an 


earneſt aduocate for his allies or cuſtomers impunity, 
W hat juſtice, what feare of God is this? Or it iuſtice 
be impartially done, the miuſt delinquents will doe 
their worſt ſpights, that the rare man, who without 
feare, fauour, or reſpect of filthy Fa executeth iu- 
ſtice ſhall be vndone, for they will withdraw their cu- 
ſtotnes, becauſe the good man would not connine and 


ſell them iuftice,which they wickedly —_ as mer- 
es 


chantable = s; A wares,and akind of vailes and due,, 
occaſions belonging to cuſtomers, 
Pick time to -onchad : Brethren, I am not ignorant 


of the cenſures the laſt election paſſed vpon me, be- 
cauſe I did not after this manner, and according to 


the cuſtome of this place and time aduife you, but 
* on another more g ſubiect: I could 

aue anſwered then, how much it griened mee, to 
heate ſome (too great a fumme) crying like thoſe 
Iſraelites to Jeremy , Pray for vs unte the Lord---that r,. 
the Lord thy God may ſhew vs the way wherein wee are to verbaquidew 
walke, and the thing that we may do: yet intended not, [Rea — 4 
what euer was preached, to follow (I will not ſay one an s. 
word, but not) all. Words full of piety , but workes . he 
not conſonant to thoſe words they did well to defire ler. 
to heare, but it is not well when that was all, and no 
practiſe followed. But now I ſay Ihaue better hope of 
you: and therefore aduiſe you againe, take heed that 
you now doe all, that you be not worthily retaxed, in 
that you onely call for that word, which you will not 
follow : be not like thoſe wicked Leuites, who com- 
ming to their conſecration made ſhew of ſanctifying 
hands, feet, and eares, but contrary to the ſanctitie of 
their order neuer cared more for the ſubſtance : ho— 
nour your.authority as you 2 honourcd by it, eclipſe 
4 It. 
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it not, as the Moonedoth the Sun, of whom ſhe bor. 
roweth her light and glory: it is more diſhonour to 
be an euill, or negligent our, then it is honour 
to be a gouernour: for this is the peoples fauour, per. 
haps their errour too, bur the other your owne diſ- 
grace: let it bee therefore the center of euery mans 
ambition, whom it may concerne, not ſo much to 
proiect and labour for authoritie (for ambition and 
odneſſe haue ſeldome beene acquainted) as hauin 

it put into his hands, to vſe it to honour, 3 
theit good ouer whom hee is ſet. I will no longer 
you from that which I heartily pray may be 
eſently happie to you. The Lord diuide his 
ſpirit among you, and enable him whom you 
lele&, with the ſpirit of wiſdome and 
counſell, to his cternall glory, and 
his peoples comfort. 

Auen. 

Is 

Weng 
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